
 
 

Northwest District 
Of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

 
September 21, 2022, Heritage Hotel, Southbury, CT 
 
Attendees:  Corrado Perugini (Watertown/Disciplinary Chair), Dave Brouillette (State Rep), Karen Puskas 
(Treasurer), Sam Ramzy (Brookfield), Ricardo Schmidt (CT Impact), Dave Shannon (Litchfield), James 
Bishop (New Milford), Joe Abdella (Shepaug), Dan McGuirk (Woodbury-Bethlehem),Jay Zalewski 
(Pomperaug), Kristin Swati (Northwest United), Paul Maloney (Wolcott/Vice President), Scott Shakely 
(Registrar).  
 
Not in attendance:  Danbury, Winchester United, New Fairfield, Bunker Hill, Highlander, New Fairfield, 
Terryville, Torrington, Thomaston. 
 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:42 pm by Paul Maloney 
 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Minutes: Joe Abdella from Shepaug made a motion to accept the August 2022 minutes. Dave Shannon from 
Litchfield seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Karen reported state is working on year end fiscal report so nothing new. 
The District looks to stay in the black for the year.  All clubs are paid up for fall team registration. 
 
Registrar Report:  Scott reported there was a 2% decrease in soccer registration with 1,917 comp players 
this fall. Rec is currently down 5% with 1,706 players.  Some clubs may not have submitted all their rec 
players yet so that number could change.  There are 158 travel teams with 48 evaluated for residency.  13 of 
those teams have used the 2 person out of town roster rule.   
 
Commissioner Report:  Karen spoke in Rich’s absence. Last day to report scores is Tuesday, November 
22,2022.  League champions will be determined when that is complete.  Fall awards banquet is January 7th 
and 8th at the Amber Room in Danbury. 
 
State Report:  Dave and Paul reported that Sam Guerra is no longer with CJSA.  Karen created a tech 
support document that can be used for SafeSport issues and Stack Sports/Blue Sombrero/Soccer Connect 
issues. She will get it out to all clubs and post on website. 
 
Referee Report:  Paul spoke for John Hester in his absence.  Ron Packard, the state DYRA, stated that he 
hopes to have some possible training for refs both online and in person.  Stay tuned for more information.   
 
Disciplinary:  We had a U9 Boys coach suspended for one game the first week of the season for not having 
control of his parents.  A parent decided to stay on the team’s side of the field and wouldn’t leave and was 
chirping at the AR.  He finally moved after several people confronted him.  Coach was suspended because he 
is responsible for his parents and unfortunately has to suffer the consequences of their actions.  Reminder to 
all coaches to make sure your parents know the rules and follow them.   
 
New Business:  Had an issue with a club reporting one of their teams did not play two complete halves.  After 
full investigation, the District determined two halves of equal time were played according to the referee.  The 



District just asks that when submitting a complaint, please have as much information as possible from all the 
correct persons involved so they can make quick decisions.  
 
Dave spoke about the process we would like to see going forward each season for team registration.  This fall 
was highly busy and hectic with changes, additions, deletions and so forth, several coming after the league 
scheduling meeting which costs money.  Karen will get hand out to all clubs as a reference for the future. We 
need to have deadlines so we can get things out to the District in a timely fashion and having to keep change 
things after deadlines makes it harder. Fines will continue to be implemented for late items and will now 
include coach/manager contacts as well. 
 
Karen informed everyone our annual volunteer recognition holiday dinner will be Wednesday, November 16th 
at the Heritage Hotel.  Cocktail hour with cash bar will start at 6:30 pm with monthly meeting beginning at 
7:15 pm.  Dinner will be served at 7:45 pm.  All club presidents are invited and can bring up to two volunteers 
from their club they believe have done outstanding work with soccer.  Please let Karen know how many will 
be coming by November 11th.  She will forward information as it becomes available. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Puskas 
Admin  


